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amateur. 


PREFACE. 


given to the Southern part of Wales, whilst the whole is 


properly termed another Switzerland, I was irresistibly 


tempted in the month of June last to make an excursion 
thither, of which the following sheets contain a Journal. 


Being incessantly occupied in making Sketches of every 


object that had attracted my attention, I made a collection 


of a great number of subjects, and in the meantime wrote 
to a lady such observations on them as could not be con- 
veyed by the pencil. Though this work was not originally 
intended for publication, yet at my return, through the 
persuasion and encouragement of seyeral friends, I have 
ventured to lay it before the public, premising that the 
Plates in particular are not to be considered as finished 
pieces of an artist, but as the feeble performances of an 


Notwithstanding, if a plain description and a correct 
representation will suffice, I have particularly endeavoured 
to serve as a guide, not only as an itinirary, but also to the 
lovers of the picturesque: and I hope in such a manner 
as will be able to convey my readers (if I may use the term) 


into the middle of those scenes with which I mean to make 
3 them 


Invite by the name of Garden, which is generally 


Pe 


CL RI 
them acquainted—In a word, in this work I have acted as 
a person who, at the same time he paints a subject, would 
make a frame to suit, attaching himself less to the colour- 
ing of the one and the elegance of the other, than to the 
truth and harmony of the whole. 


It is hoped this collection may be of some advantage to 
the ladies of this country, who excel much in drawing, 
and is offered to them as a set of views from nature, which 
their pencils may extend and embellish. 


Young people in general will see the utility of taking 
views when they travel, and if in this Essay, which they 
may easily equal or surpass, I shall have been so fortunate 
as to inspire them with a taste for this kind of drawing, I 
shall deem myself amply repaid for an undertaking which 
may ultimately turn to the an of education and 


science. 


N. B. Many of the following Views being from fields, 
in which the author not having it in his power to indicate 
the exact point from whence they were taken, he has 
thought it sufficient to refer the reader to the print by this 
mark *; the text giving the relative zituation of the spot to 
the * places of note. 
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LETTER 1. 


1516 10175 CAERLEON, JUNE 4, 1796. 
MADAM, 20 rnabar 
Mary 1 fatter myself that I Shall 


be forgiven, for having kept secret from you my in- 
tention of leaving London ? I confess my fears, that your 
opinion on a journey undertaken on foot, might be like 
that of many of your country-women, who endeavoured to 
persuade me, that such an attempt was too full of difficul- 
ties, particularly to a foreigner. You know, my dear 
Madam, what power your judgment has over mine : and 
had you on that occasion employed your usual eloquence, 
15 B I certainly 


| mY 
. — OO 


A. 


(n 9 


I certainly should have been dissuaded from executing my 
favourite project; in short I own that inclination was my 
guide. If after this confession, I still appear guilty in 


your eyes, may I flatter myself, at least, with the hope of 


deserving your pardon, by my exactness in describing to 
you the country, through which I am going to travel. 


Though the picturesque beauties of South Wales, (which 


may be. compared to those of Switzerland) are generally 
admired, few persons, it is said, have given to the public 
an exact description of that romantic country. One day 
perhaps, less alarmed at the fatigues of the journey, you 
may be tempted to follow my example; in this supposition, 
1 feel happy to precede you, and shall feel a n in 
looking upon myself, as your guide. 


During my stay in Bath, it was my good fortune to 
associate with a fellow traveller, whose superior talents are 


an abundant source of instruction; from whence 1 shall 
draw those remarks I mean to make to you, on the beauti- 


ſul objects of which nature has 1 770 SO > lavish in this 


country. 


Between eleven and twelve o'clock to-day, we crossed the 


' Severn, at New-Passage, which is about four miles across: 


in this season you are seldom detained by the weather, but 


it is necessary to guard against the insinuations of those 


whose interest it is to keep you on this side of the river; 


do not lose the tide, as it would occasion vou a great 


2 delay. 
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delay. Scarce had we landed in Monmouthshire; when we 
were informed that we were but two miles distant from the | 
ruins of Caldecot Castle situated to the left of the spot, 
where we landed; having quitted the high road, we pro- | 3 
ceeded thither, and by making a shortcut through the fields, 7 
were soon in sight of these ruins. The Castle being situa- ; a 
ted in a flat country, and surrounded by marshy ground, 
the drains which are cut in the adjacent lands, render its 
approach rather difficult. The walls and towers, which 
form a long square, are not so much decayed, but that it 
is still easy to descry its shape, and judge of its former 
strength; no signs of architecture appear in the interior. 
It is very justly called the shell of Caldecot Castle. The 
towers alone appear to have been inhabited: the chimnies 
which indicate the number of stories, may still be distin- 
guished. This sketch represents the Castle from the 
north side * (1). | 


If I could flatter myself that these sketches might afford 
you any pleasure, I should on my return to London add 
to them an historical extract of those Ruins, which I shall 
have many occasions to speak of, during this excursion. 
For the present, I can but indulge those sentiments, with 
which they i inspire me: 


I feel my soul with softer feelings melt, 
To view the ruins where our fathers dwelt. 


Of 


(1) This Castle was built by the Normans, and became afterwards the 
inheritance of the Constables of England, (See Cambden, with additions. 
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bond of matrimony in 1332.“ 
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4 
Of ancient times, I ask the conscious walls, 
And every step some well known deed recalls. 

1 am far from thinking, that Ruins are interenting in 
proportion to their antiquity, nor did I experience when I 
visited those of ancient Greece, or Rome, (which even in 
them preserves her greatness) the same affecting senti- 
ments, that the remembrance of our own ancestors recall, 
when I viewed the remains. of their former habitations, 
The ruins of Greece and Italy, have been celebrated as 
having been master- pieces of architecture, | The art of 


painting has, if I may use the expression, transported them 


into your own country, and not to their disadvantage ; they 
are well-known to you ; but I am certain, you would feel 
a more pleasing emotion at the sight of these native RS, 
were wo to visit them. | 


Could you bels e my 8 8 chk 5 in this . 


of Great Britain, I lose in some degree the denomination 
of foreigner, as Bretagne was formerly peopled by the in- 
habitants of this country (2), and our names are the same in 
the language of both countries. I am like the Otaheitan, 


tie. A —„ 


(2) Cambden's Remains, p. 8.—“ Great also is the glory of those Britons, 
who in more doleful time of the English invasion withdrew themselves 
into the west part of Gallia, then called Armorica, for they not only 
Seated themselves, maugre the Romans (then indeed low and near set- 
ting) and the French, but also imposed their name on the countries, 
until in our grand-fathers memory it was united to France by the sacred 
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who hearing his native language, in the names of the plants 
which are collected in the King's Garden at Paris, found 
himself in his OWN country : 


Deceiv' d, but in my error fondly blest, 
I feel my country rising in my breast. 


From the Castle of Caldecot, we directed our steps to 
the town of Caetwent, about three miles off; we passed 
through the fields, and from the spot which brought us 
again into the high Toad, T took tins sketch of the town“ 


>. 


Capel formerly a 8 town, as is easily seen by 
the ruins of the walls, is now but a very small place; its 
situation is pretty, but having nine miles more to add to 


the five we had already walked, we had but little time to 


spare. Having proceeded about four miles, we rested 
ourselves on the road near a rural habitation, of which 
I beg leave to offer you this little remembrance *. Caer- 


leon, where we are at present, retains nothing of its an- 


cient grandeur, but a few scattered ruins, which surround 
it at some distance from each other. What is called the 
Castle is nothing more than an elevated ground, covered 
with wood: the town is situated on the union of two 
valleys, watered by two rivers, the most considerable of 


which is the Usk. They both unite and discharge them- 


selves into the Severn four miles lower down, and small 
trading vessels may come up as high as Caerleon. I propose 
describing to you to-morrow, my dear Madam, a * 
which at first attracted our notice. 
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| which is better felt by those who have just quitted the 


—_ 


1 „U oe . ²˙r t -M . Ea at PTS, . * 


he need not to leave his own country to wee the most 


(63 
| JUNE 6. 
; We rose early this morning, and took a charming walk 
in the valley I mentioned to you last night, from whence 
I took this little e 80 


$ 


1 he romantic scenes which surrounded us, added to the 
pleasing coolness of the morning, inspired us with that 
calm delight which the country alone can afford, and 


noisy pleasures of a town: it is here particularly that 
the charming verdure, so peculiar to England, may be 
with reason admired by foreigners, who are always s 
much struck with its beauty. I wish it was in my power 
to expatiate more on all those natural beauties, with which 
I have observed England to be so profusely ornamented, 
but as you might take my language to be that of flattery, 
give; me leave to cite a note I read in a work intitled, 
An Eray on Landscape Painting, which I always carry 
about me: — If the painter should pant for sublime 
scenes, stupendous mountains, precipices, water-falls, 
che will find ample scope to improve his imagination in 
* the Welch counties, or in Devonshire and the West of 
England; if the beautiful effect of nature be his object, 


25 pelightful 3 in the world.” 


I can add nothing to. the truth of this eulogium, and 
must now close this letter; we leave this to visit new 
3 objects, 
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LETTER II. 


CAERFILLY, JUNE 8. 


MADAM, 


-- 


From the chamber whence I 


have the honor to write to you, I have a view of a mass of 


Ruins, so considerable and so singularly situated in respect 
to each other, that it is with extreme difficulty I can per- 
suade myself they are merely the remains of a- Castle. 
This spectacle (at the same time striking and melancholy) 
occupies very much both my heart and my head, but I 
owe to you a continuation of my Journal, which I will now 
take up. 


Repassing the bridge of Caerleon in order to quit the 


. town, we examined for a few minutes the lightness of its 


construction, united at the same time with the solidity 
necessary for its stability. The piles are of wood and form 
a kind of open work that offers little or no resistance to the 
river, which sometimes becomes so impetuous as to rise 
above the bridge itself, in which case the force of the 

water 


( © ) 


water would quickly raise up and carry the planks which 
Serve to walk on, notwithstanding every attempt made to 
fix them; to avoid which inconvenience they are loose, 


and as soon as there is any appearance of a flood, are 


instantly removed, which leaves the two parts of the town 


without any communication with each other, till the water 


subsides. I hope, for the sake of the inhabitants, this 
event does not frequently happen. The description of 
this bridge extends to several others in this country con- 
structed on the same principles, for the same reason I 
have therefore mentioned it here. To get to Newport we 
had either to go between the great road, which continues to 
rise as far as Christ-Church, or to cross the valley; we pre- 
ferred the latter as promising the most agreeable walk. We 
passed a wood by a path cut through for foot passengers, 
we turned our eyes towards the valley of Caerleon, and 
had the most beautiful views imaginable for taking draw- 
ings in the magnificent style. | 


In an hour's time we arrived at the town of Newport, 
and to enter it recrossed the Usk over a bridge similar to 
that at Caerleon. I observed here the remains of the 
Castle situated immediately on the bank of the river, 
which was its defence on that side. These ruins consist of 
three towers united by walls. The only remaining gate 
is in the middle tower; whether there was formerly a 


bridge which led to it, or whether it served only as an 


entrance from the water, I cannot determine. It appeared 


to me a strong indication that the bed of the river must be 
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now considerably heightened, for the threshold is more 
than four feet lower than the surface of the water (3). 


Not 


(3) Occupied with this remark, I communicated to my companion 
some ideas which may be considered as arising from it, and though the 
digression is certainly departing from my subject, yet I hope it will be 
pardoned as being in some degree interesting. | 


It is well known that by the sand and mud constantly accumulating 
in a river, the bed gradually rises and finishes by becoming dry. Such 
are at present the Rivers Ylissus and Erydanus, which surrounded 
Athens, and of which there scarcely remains a trace (Vide M. Le Roy, 
Historiographe du Noi). This remark, very simple in itself, seems to lead 
to the explanation of a phenomenon on which numbers of philo- 
sophers have written, I mean the retiring of the sea from the eastern 
coast towards the western. I do not pretend that my opinion should be 
decisive, but I will give my reasons for doubting the assertions so often 
made in the books published on that subject; I had occasion to see in 
France a person who travelled round the coast of Brittany, in order 
minutely to observe this matter; there he saw marshes dried up, and 
abandoned by the sea, which formerly covered them Further on he 
perceived the remains of buildings on rocks washed by the waves. In 
short, the sea continually brings with it a quantity of sand, which on a 
flat shorc remains and forms a barrier, while the land or the rock that 
offers resistance, is undermined and destroyed. So that instead of this 
phenomenon being a certainty, it is perhaps founded on accidental 
causes. 


Ag des, from whence St. Louis embarked, is cited as being at present“ 
three leagues inland, and also Frejus, a sea- port of the Romans and a har- 
bour for their gallies, can be no longer approached, even by small vessels, 
nearer than two leagues; this is a fact to which I have myself been 


witness when at Frejus, but it is because the coast is perfectly flat in the 


neighbourhood of the town. 


en) 


Not stopping at Newport, we enquired the road to 
Macken, through which we must pass to arrive at Caer- 
filly, and which is half way between each place. It is a 
high road without turnpikes, but very good even. for 
carriages, and the country round extremely picturesque. 
We reached Macken yesterday at half past one o'clock; 


the village consists of about a dozen houses. We entered 


a little inn, in order to refresh ourselves, where we found 
two countrymen smoaking their pipes, and, though it is the 
month of June, sitting in the chimney- corner; the offer 
they made us of their places was, in them, no doubt ex- 
tremely meritorious, but you will readily imagine, Madam, 
our refusal was not equally so- politeness, it is said, is the 
strongest tie in society. The conversation soon became 
general, and we were satisfied with each other. Our first 


point was to enquire if there were any remains of ancient 


buildings near Macken? one of these good people told us 


that at the distance of two or three fields was Macken 
Castle, and the other mentioned Caerfilly, where we at 


this moment are. The Castle, he said, was the finest ruin 


in the whole world, and to leave no doubt of the truth of 
his assertion, assured us that Capt. Cook, who came to see 
it, had told him so. But, continued he, is it not very sur- 
prising, that we who live here just in the neighbourhood, 
can get no information by whom it was built? His thirst 
for knowledge not being confined solely to the Castle of 
Caerfilly, he wanted to know what I thought of the anti- 
quity of the inhabitants of Britain ? I mentioned to him 
the Picts, the Britons, the Saxons, as their founders, but 

none 
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none of these were sufficiently ancient for him. His com- 
panion affirmed that England was first peopled by the 
Welch; the proof of which was their having built London, 
To you. Madam, I leave the task of satisfying the curiosity 
of these gentlemen, and at my return will inform you by 
what means your discoveries may be conveyed to them (4), 
for on quitting them I was obliged to promise they should 
receive from me an extract from the Historical Descrip- 
tion of Caerfilly Castle, as well as a precise account of 
the origin of the English (5). r 


1 tb 8 . nee * 8 ba 


(4) History of the Principality of Wales, by Burton. 


(8) In answer to the above question the author received the following 
quotation, with which the two above curious gentlemen might be more 
pleased. 


« Brute, the son of Sylvius, the son of Ascanius, the son of ZEneas, 
after the ruin of Troy, and the death of his father, being banished into 
Greece, he there by his yalour rescued and delivered the remainder of 
the Trojans, his countrymen, from the captivity to which they had been 
for many years sufferers under the Grecians, with whom he departed to 
geek some new habitation, and associated to himself Corineus, whom with 
another band of exiled Trojans, he found in the way. After a long and 
tiresome journey and many notable encounters and atchievements, he ar- 
rived in this island, then called Albion, and landed at Totness, in De- 
vonshire, in the year from the Creation 2855, which was about the time 
that Jepthah and Samson judged Israel, and before the birth of Christ 
1116 years, and being made King or Governor of the land, he called it 
by his own name Britain, according to the opinion of many ancient 
authors. He also built the city of London, which be named Troy-Novam, 

| OT 


t 1B ) 

The vanity of the Welch, on their antiquity (a vanity so 
generally common to other nations) we were in some measure 
made acquainted with at the first Inn we entered at Caer- 
went; we were speaking to the hostess very highly in praise 
of the beauty of her country, when she replied, © Yes, 
Sir, and it is very ancient too.“ The Castle of Macken 
was not mentioned in the book we carried with us, and a 
Welch gentleman, whom we met at the New-Passage, 
assured us there was no such thing; however, in order 
to be convinced, we determined to go as our country 
friend had directed us, and perhaps we are the only 
visitors it has had for a great length of time. These 
remains are half way up the side of the mountain, at the 
foot of which is situated the village. They are covered by 
woods, which entirely hide them from the sight, except 
you take some pains to discover them. You ascend by a 
sort of stair-case formed in the rock, and arrive at a plat- 
form of turf, called, The Court of the Castle, as our 
guide pompously informed us. This spot is extremely 
romantic, and so entirely encompassed by trees, that you 
cannot well discern the passage by which you entered this 
verdant saloon; you may perceive some chimnies above 
the surrounding woods, amongst which the ruins are scat- 
tered at a distance over the valley. It was with great 
E difficulty 


a — 
— % 


— 


or New Troy. At his death Brute divided the country among his three 
sons. Unto Locrine, his eldest, he gave the middle part between the 
Humber and the Severn, which from him was called Locria; to Camder, 
his second, he bequeathed the region beyond the River Severn, which 
from him was called Cambria, now Wales, &c.“ Es 


14 ) 


( 


difficulty we could get near enough to 
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examine 


derable and the most elevated part of the r 


preserved by the roots of two trees, which uniting confines 


many parts of which are so strongly cemented as to resist 
most consi 


the depredations of the neighbours, and almost of time 
itself. You see there a very singular effect of chance; the 


them in a circle. This object would have a most beau- 


tiſul effect 
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LETTER III. 


0 I: 
CAERFILLY, JUNE. 
M A D A M, 


W E have: been this morning be- 


fore breakfast eta with our pencils the Castle of 
Caerfilly, which we went to view yesterday evening: without 


doubt, very few ruins are to be found of such an extent as 


these, or offer in the detail such picturesque aspects; indeed 
in Fairy Tales they might be described as the remains of a 


Giant's residence, and it would seem folly in man to 
attempt the demolition of them. The Design Painter will 
here find an inexhaustible fund of studies of ruins. I have 
applied myself to several detached pieces in the advanced 
works. Before J introduce you, Madam, into the inmost 
part of this Castle, I must beg you to examine with 
attention this vast tower *, which has been in this leaning 
state for at least two celltürles. There is no reason to be afraid 


approaching it, for, no doubt, several ages may yet pass 
3 | away 
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away before this colossus tumbles to the ground. The 
height of the remaining tower 1s seventy feet, and the 
diameter more than forty ; it goes by the name of the 
Hanging Tower (0). 


When you have passed the outer court, the remains of the 
draw-bridge, &c. you enter into the inner court, the interior 
of which you have here *. The days are passed in which you 
would have been received by Pages, and introduced into the 
Hall; if, however, Madam, I had the honor to be your 
Squire, I would point, out to your observation that im- 
mense chimney, round which the company of the Castle 
used to azsemble : you would there still see the ornamental 
figures that bore up the pillars, and you would fancy that 
in their head-dresses you could discover the fashion of 
the times. To go over all the Ruins of this Castle, so as 
to preserve an exact idea of them, would take you a whole 
morning: with pain we tore ourselves from them, and 
returning to the inn we met the Ciceroni of the place, 
much chagrined at not having accompanied us: all the 
sample that he gave us of his knowledge of the History of 

1 | 1 * 
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(6) Cambden, with additions, p. 496, vol. ii.—* The Castle is perhaps 


one of the noblest remains of ancient architecture now in Briton. 


The south - east tower in the singularity of its situation, is supposed 
to exceed any leaning tower in Italy, or elsewhere, having been removed 
(probably by gunpowder in the civil war) eleven feet from its perpen- 
dicular, and resting only on one part of the south side.“ | 
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LETTER 


just going to see a 


( 
the Castle of Caerfilly was quite lost on us. We declined 


making a secon 


d are 
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I will soon send you a sketch of 
In the mean time, I have the honor to be, &c. 
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which has the reputation of being the only one known in 


the world of its kind 


It. 


— —— d A eee "PP wy > Ly 

y E ie * * 1 

— — —— —— — — OR Rn W n * — & ty, 
bo ie N * *F' "4 and 


— = PR . 
Wo —— — a - 1 " 
po rept; (ve | DI _—_—_ pu 


e 


— n s x 
2 — 2A wn 
0 Se Pb SIS 


x 9 — — * A X — E = — 
* = — . - — — — >. —— 3 \ — ' F 2 — 8 —— ky 2 — — — 
— — 2 . f . — FIC 22 * Sr | - *. i, ts 1 24 — — — 3 — 2 8 
- - 33 E ˙—˙ 9nꝛ ve I ITS N OO = —— Te” 4 2 1 — — no IE * , — 8 — — 2 — 
_— — 23 * — b rr . PRE co 6 Cot ot Par rig. e eras — —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ ti 8 _—_ " 22 en ein N - — ** or 8 28 2 — — . 
4 - —— — — N 1 — — "456 — 7 EY : R O — * * EI R e a AE * tas Tee et wa RN W —— — — — rr 7 
0 Dr * 5 — a — 8 ; ; | | | | - * —_—— ES. wi WY 1 ES. 2 * — 7% * S a” LSD TO . 9 Aman — 
ee = — ol HAS: ID BY N — rr r e G . A 
. by Er Fee 6 4 . N 1 ye ef - = — » « . 2 * 2 l 
I 924 tpi wy „„ 2 N uy N * * r 7 y k PA I * ft * Mt * * * 
P IEICE fn, os * — ao ——— * 


2 


— 2 — 


— 


1 a r 
3 = — 


. *. 
I — . ̃⁵˙ . bs 7 
— „ 


„% 


(16) 


LETTER IV. 


 CAERDIFF, JUNE 14. 


MADAM, 


Hap J not been apprehensive in 
my last letter of tiring you by tedious descriptions, I cer- 
tainly should not have confined myself to merely intro- 
ducing you into the Hall of these famous Ruins, but 
Should have mentioned to you the extraordinary thickness 
of the walls, which in many places measure sixteen feet, 
and between them are formed galleries wide enough 
for two people to walk abreast. I wish you could have 
seen me, in your mind's eye, mount the ancient towers, 
(which may be ascended with safety though the stairs are 
greatly decayed) and when we quitted the town, as I am con- 
vinced, you would have been tempted, like me, to cast an 
admuring eye back upon those noble Ruins, rendered still 
more picturesque by the little cottages which surround 

3 them 
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them (7). — But we will now direct our view to gayer 
Scenery, and proceed to Ponty-Brid, or Newbridge, through 
a cross road, which, at two miles from Caerfilly joined 
the Caerdiff road, close to the place we wished to go to; 
there we were enchanted by the beautiful banks of the 
Taaffe. At every step we took, we were charmed by a 
variety of lovely landscapes : the road winds through a 
parrow valley, and the distant mountains from being 
almost lost in the clouds, are finely contrasted by others 
which surround this romantic spot. Behind us the view 


was still more sublime, and the farther we advanced 
up the valley, the more rich and picturesque the land- 


scape became. We decided to pass the whole day near 
Ponty-Brid, and secured apartments at the only inn the 
place has to boast of: it is situated close to the canal 
on the right of the river; and you must give me leave, 
Madam, to relate to you in what manner we crossed this 
canal, which is fifteen or twenty feet wide, and which it 
was necessary for us to pass, the inn being on the other 
side the landlord ordered a plank to be placed across the 
water, and having fixed it on his side of the canal, a man 


was sent over to conduct us, who unfortunately was scarcely 


upon 


JEET" 
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(7) As in those domes, where Cæsars once bore sway, 
Defac d by time, and tottering in decay; 
Amidst the ruins, heedless of the dead, 
The shelter-seeking peasant builds his shed, 
And wond'ring man could want a larger pile, 


Exults, and views his cottage with a smile: 
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upon it, before the board gave way and he must inevitably 


have gone to the bottom, had he not been immediately 
Absistech; in general this class of people have a natural me- 
chanigal turn upon such occasions, and I could not help 
being surprised at these men being so totally void of it. 
The plank was placed a second time, and perceiving a hole 
at the end next to me, I by means of the hook of my 
ane, caught hold of it, and at last secured our bridge, 


This certainly is a trifling circumstance, but every thing 


may be useful to foot travellers, in order to preserve them 
from similar accidents. 


Having ordered dinner and beds, we walked half a mile 
to the Bridge *, which elegant and difficult piece of work 


was undertaken and finished by William Edwards, a com- 
mon mason in this neighbourhood, who at first built a 


bridge of three arches over this rapid stream, which the 
violence of the Taaffe presently broke away, but the 
intrepid mason hesitated not to vanquish greater diffi- 
culties than Xerxes with his whole army when he joined 
Europe and Asia by a bridge of boats: Edwards conceived 
the idea of building one arch of greater dimensions than 
any hitherto known unfortunately the top of it was not 
strong in proportion to its basis, which receiving great 


_ Shocks overthrew the light fabric above. Without being 


discouraged by these disappointments, he pursued his plan, 
and having discovered where. he failed, he constructed an 
arch with a lighter basis, by the means of piercing three 
holes on each side, which made the weight of the build- 
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ing more equal, without rendering it less solid. This 
bridge, which, according to the date engraved upon a 
stone with the name of the builder, was rebuilt in 1750, 
has ever since stood firm against the impetuosity of the 
river. Nothing but the indefatigable spirit of Mr. Wil- 
liam Edwards would have induced any one to continue an 
undertaking, which had already twice failed in its success, 
and such perseverance in a common workman is worthy 
the imitation of his superiors. Indeed we have no reason 
to lament the failure of his first attempt, since it is to that 
we 0we: this master- piece of art, which I am sorry to say 
runs the risk of being again destroyed, unless some method 
is taken to prevent the idle and mischievous from throwing 
the stones from the parapet into the river, which I understand 
from an honest farmer in the neighbourhood, is but too fre- 


quently done. Instead of visiting the famous water-fall; which 


is so much admired near this place, we continued our route 
on the other side of the Taaffe in order to take views: we 
had scarcely proceeded a quarter of a mile before we per- 


ceived the River Randarf, which loses itself in the Taaffe; 


we crossed it over a bridge of two arches, and our eyes 
were presently charmed by a noble prospect, the principal 
ſeatures of which were the two bridges and the junction of 


the rivers * ; but it is from my compamon's pencil you 


mut form an idea of this truly grand and picturesque 
scene. Delighted with the discovery of sp many new 
beauties, we proceeded and tried to follow the windings of 
the river, which runs through a very narrow glen, and over 
large and frequent rocks. At every instant we had new 
** ; i landscapes 
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(22 ) 
landscapes to copy *, for here beautiful nature Jeaves 
nothing to the imagination. We continued our walk near 
three miles, preceded by a little guide, whom we had 
hired at New-Bridge, and who, though we had paid him 
for his trouble, could not be prevailed upon to quit us. 
This spot is uninhabited, and all is wild ànd simple nature 
2 we may say with the French Poet: 


| Dans ces lieux empreints de majents, 
+ Tout W une male & sauvage beauté. 


- Shall L cadet to you, Madam, that I here felt alt 3 
$oft emotions of the heart, which such a charming peace- 
able retreat must ever inspire, and which in such a place 
alone one is tempted to communicate We walked on 
through a little path to a woad, where at one moment we 


| heard the river dashing over the rocks, and the next per- 


cerved it calm and reflecting the thick trees upon its glassy 
surface. The lovely wild- flower pleased the eye, whilst 
the taste was gratified by the wood strawberry. It was im- 
possible for me to view this scarcely inhabited country, 


fertile, though wild and mountainous, without calling to 


my remembrance a part of the world I formerly visited 
when 1n the service of my unfortunate King : I mean that 


part of the coast of the Minor Asia, which lies between 


Alexandrette and the entrance of the Archipelago, now called 
Carramam, but formerly named Pamphilia and Cilicia. 
A landscape painter would there have had great opportu- 
nities of improving himself in his art, had not the Arabs 
made it dangerous for a Christain to visit the inland coun- 
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try. Here we might travel up the river twelve miles 


without apprehension and with much less risk, even in the 


middle of the night than upon a public road at noon day. 
Our little guide was particularly useful to us, and shewed 


us much more of the country than we expected to see; he 


conducted us to a water-fall formed by large stones, which 
impedes the course of the river, and thus: makes a little 
cascade. These waterfalls are very profitable to the inha- 
bitants in their Salmon Fishery, who place a basket in 
the narrowest part of them into which the fish leap. On 
returning from this excursion, I took off upon paper the 
most picturesque little bridge imaginable *, which, if it 
cannot boast the magnificence of New. Bridge, is at least 
worthy of observation from the simple manner in which it 
is constructed. Tt appears to be placed near the other as a 
kind of dependant, being likewise composed of one arch 
thrown over a rapid torrent; and it is formed by two pieces 
of timber of a foot square fastened to each other at the end 
by pegs. My drawing will give you an idea of it, and 
you will easily see, that should the pegs give way, the 


whole building must fall: it is called Cwmwr Bridge, but 


I rather think it merits the name of the Dangerous Bridge. 


Before we returned to our inn, we wished to see the water- 


fall upon the Taaffe, near New-Bridge, we had ordered our 
dinner at four, and it was then five: but the lovers of 
magnificent scenery are easily induced to continue their 


researches after such attractive beauties; we therefore 


walked on notwithstanding fatigue and hunger, and hoped 
to be rewarded for our labour; but we were rather disap- 
pointed 
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pointed in our expectations; this cascade, like the other, 
owes its principal beauty to the season, for if the floods 
in winter did not increase the stream the water- 
fall would cease to exist. We did not reach our inn till 
seven, which though a very small house and 1 in a desert 
country, we found comfortable enough. _ 


This morning we 1 1 not exactly by the 
same road we took yesterday z. instead of pursuing the 


course of the river, we walked upon the banks of the 


canal, which rendered the distance a mile less from the 
inn to that part of the Caerdiff- road which we yesterday „ 
crossed at New-Bridge. In general, a canal takes off from 


the striking beauties of a prospect; but this one, which 1 is 
not regularly cut in a straight line, affords some pleasing 


views, though rather a little bounded. After travelling 
six miles through the valley, the mountains are much 
closer to each other, and indeed appear almost united at 


the spot where Cogh Castle (8), (i. e. Red Castle) is Situated, 


The road lies on the other side of the Bridge, which we 
crossed in order to have a more perfect view of the 
Castle „From this place the prospect is beautifully strik- 
ing, the rocky summit of the mountain of a blueish tint 
forms a fine contrast with the red earth and thick foliage, 
which ornament Its sides; the Castle too, situated upon a 

great 
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(8) * Castle-Cogh stands on a high rock of red stone, or soil, two miles 
from Landaff- on- Taaffe, all in ruius, nothing but high. Camden en 
1 J. by Richard Cough, b. 498. 5 
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great height, appears gilt by the rays of the Sun, and is 
a noble feature in the picture. With difficulty we climbed 
the mountain, and found the Ruins infinitely more consi- 
derable than they appeared to us from the road. The 
shape of the Castle is still very easily to be distinguished; 
the galleries between its walls reminded us of those of 
Caerfilly. We walked for a considerable time about the 
Ruins, and in a wood of young firs cut into fine avenues, 
the dark foliage of which forms a striking variety with the 
bright green of the turf. The deep solitude which reigns 
in this wild retreat, must impress the mind with the most 
serious ideas, and afford ample room for meditation: 


Ces debris, cette male & triste architecture 
Qu'environne une fraiche & riante verdure, 
Ces angles, ces glacis, ces vieux restes de tours, 
Od Toiseau couye'en paix le fruit de ses amours ; 
Jout parle, tout Emeut. dans ce-gcjour aft. 


| Here the mountains form a kind of straight, and all the 


country near the sea is flat: this is what is called the Vale 
of Glamorgan. In descending the mountain towards the 
plain, the eye is still gratified by pleasing landscapes, but 


the face of nature becomes less wild, and the vicinity of 2 


town was easily perceived by the groups chat we met on 
the borders of the canal. 


I wth the honor to hs he. . 
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LETTER V. 


NEATH, JUNE 14, 


MADAM, 


WB intend to rest here for two 
days, but as I do not mean to remain inactive, this retreat 


shall furnish the subject of my next—in this I will speak 


of our rout from Caerdiff. 


That town is considered as one of the finest in this 
country; however, excepting the great thoroughfare streets, 
the rest of it is a miserable place. Here is a strong built 
old Castle, which announces it having been formerly a 
place of great importance, and Lord Caerdiff has also 
here a seat. On leaving the town to go towards Landaff, 
you pass over a handsome new-built bridge: the Tave and 
the Taaffe join at this spot, where you have likewise a fine 
view of the sea, which becomes more extensive at the 

| | distance 
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distance of 'two miles from Caerdiff. Instead of keeping 
the great road we cut across the fields, and found it a most 
agreeable walk. One would have no suspicion that Lan- 
daff was an episcopal town, if it were to be judged. of by 


size; ; nevertheless the Ruins of this old Cathedral is an 


indication of its ancient plendor. On the same spot where 
stood the former church, a modern one has been built, 
which takes in about two-thirds of the length of the old 
one. The person who formed the design of convert- 
ing an old gothic roofless church into a modern one, and 
adding windows to it in the present style, must, no doubt, 
have had his reasons for so doing, but it is certainly no 
credit to his taste, for when you enter the building, and 
see a Roman altar-piece at the head of a church whose 
walls are decorated with gothic ornaments, and whose 
ceiling is supported by pillars of the same order, the appear- 
ance strikes you as being extremely ridiculous. Perhaps I 
do not make myself understood by you, and therefore 
I have inclosed the sketch, which I have drawn of it *.— 
Within this church are several marble tombs extremely 
well finished, which are supposed to have been executed 
by Italian Artists, encouraged in England by Henry VIII.; 
two of these monuments exhibit with great exactness the 


dresses of women 1n that century. It 1s curious to observe 


the mode in which the sleeves are pliated ; it is exactly in 
the same manner that they are now worn. Those precious 
morsels of antiquity belong to 'the family of Mathews, 
which is a very considerable one in this country. On the 
left side as you enter the church is the tomb of a woman, 

2 having 
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I having the head full dressed, but the rest of whose person 
is a skeleton half: clothed in drapery : the tradition of the 
country is that this whimsical — ogy a — * 
died a martyr to love. | 8 } h 


: 


"After leaving the church I 3 a ketch of the 8 
and then we quitted the town in our way to Cowbridge. 
During ten miles we found nothing to employ the pencil: 
the road lies over the mountains, with a view of the sea on 
the left hand, and on the right a beautiful prospect of the 
distant hills, among which is situated Cogh Castle, but 


1 there is nothing striking in the fore ground. 


1 Me were greatly surprised to see so many women em- 


ployed in whitening their houses; it was Saturday, and it is 
said that every week the inhabitant gives a clean outside 

to his cottage; the little walls have also their share, and in 
the embellishment even the detached stones by the road's 
side are not forgotten. This custom, which we observed 
to be so universally followed from the time we entered 
Glamorganshire, made me curious enough to enquire into 
its origin, which it owes entirely to superstition, a word 
that ought to be banished from the Britich Empire— — 
but be that as it may, the good people think that by means 
of this general whitening they shut the door of their houses | 
against the Devil (9). 


Combrid ge 


— — * 


(9) Such is the profusion of coal and lime in this country, that lime 
is the general manure of it, and there is scarce a cottage that is not 
white-washed- regularly once a week.” —Cambden _—— by Rithard 


Cough, page 490, vol. ii. 


(29) 


- | Cowbridge: is but a little town, whose great and only 


street is the high road. We stopped and dined with the 
intention of sleeping there that night, agreeable to our 
custom of not dining till we were arrived at our place of 
rest for the evening; being but little satisfied, however, 
with their accommodations or civility at the inn, we resolved 
to go on farther. There are several old castles in the 
neighbourhood of Cowbridge ; we went to see one situated 
a quarter of a mile from the town: as it is in a woody 
country, it was not to be perceived till we were close to it. 
The Ruins are not indeed remarkable, but the name is very 
dear to me, being that of a town in my own country 
(St. Quintin), Resuming the high road, we went on to- 
wards - Piles, twelve miles beyond - Cowbridge-: we heard 
at this last place that there was a good inn half way on the 
road; but it turned out no more than a small public-house, 
which seldom affords the traveller a bed: our intention to 
sleep there astonished the mistress of it. She (deliberated 
with herself about a bed, but two were necessary for us, which 
seemed to her an impossibility to supply. Bridgen Town is 
but two miles on the right of the road, but we were too much 
tired to go on any farther. At length, to keep us there, the 


hostler gave up his bed, another was promised us, and we 


remained. I had a presentiment of what awaited me, 
therefore was not in a hurry to retire, but remained in the 
parlour till I should find myself inclined to sleep: there 
was a jolly company in it—half a dozen Welch peasants 
were settling the affairs of their county over a pot of ale. 
Their language, which, for the first time struck my ear so 

I | freely, 
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(0) 
freely, the conformity of manners between these good 


| people and those of Lower Brittany, all increased the illu · 


sion —and I believed myself for a moment in my own 
country. Unfortunately I cannot speak enough of Breton 
to hold a conversation in it, and most probably if I could, 
I should not have made myself understood here; for 
though the language of Wales and Brittany is derived from 
the same source (10), yet there is a great difference in the 
present dialects of the two countries; but to judge by the 
sound and guttural prononciation, it appears the same. 
I ordered some brown bread and butter to be brought me 
with some cyder, which is the ordinary repast in the little 
inns of my own country. The company retired, not indeed 
quite sober, whilst I, imagining I incommoded the land- 
lady, went up stairs at eleven o'clock, and notwithstand- 
ing the fatigues I had suffered, the bad accommodation 
obliged me to rise at three in the morning. | 


The day had now broke, and I wished to enjoy the 
freshness of the morning ; I went out with the intention of 
going towards the Ruins of Bridgen Castle, and afterwards 
to the little town of that name, at the distance of about 


two miles. These ruins are in a marsh; I chose my road 


to them so ill, that I was under the necessity to inspect 
them at a distance : I saw there towers and walls which 

still 
(10) Historia Cambria, by David Povel. — Speaking of Bretagne, where 
they to this date speak the British tongue, being the third remnant of 
the Antient Britons.“ | 
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(31 ) 


still retained. the appearance of its former strength. From 


thence I went on to Bridgen Town: it was four o'clock. 


when I arrived there. Repose and silence had taken such 
entire possession of it, that I traversed the whole town 
without meeting a single soul. I passed a bridge over 
the River Ogmore, which parts the town, and keeping on 
the left hand bank, I remarked the very elevated situation 
of the church, when viewed from the river's side. Find- 
ing in this spot a small flight of steps, I ascended them, 
and arrived at the wall of the church-yard, which I should 
however have found too high to scale, if there had not been 
a wooden ladder fixed at the place. Here I wandered 
with slow and cautious steps in silent contemplation on the 
scene around me, while the repose of the living, and the 
more profound repose of the dead, whom I had now be- 
neath my eyes, filled me with melancholy ideas, which 
were heightened on perceiving at the foot of a yew-tree a 
little grave, whose new-turned earth was strewed with 
roses (11). Alas! cried IJ, how, at this moment, the 


parents of this child, whom but yesterday they brought to 


the solemn abode of death, are oppressed with all the 
anguish of grief; or, if by chance they sleep, how bitter 
will be their awaking ! I had no rose leaves to add to those 
I already saw there, but I gave the tribute of a tear.— 

Again 


Its * 


- 


(11) It is the universal custom of this country to pay this last melan- 
choly tribute of tender recollection to their departed friends and relatives, 
they not only keep these receptacles of the dead free from weeds, but 
so on them the seeds of yarious flowers. 
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3 1 ventured a look at the . e e mn aadresed its 


ee Lu e . triste cypres, | 
Fidele ami u des morts, protecteur de leur cendre, 2 b 
Ta tige chere au cœur mElancholique & tendre, 15 71 81 7 
Laisse la Joie au mirthe & la gloire au laurier : of 3 
8 Tu n es point Jarbre heureux de Tamant, du guerrier, 
"a " sais; ; ber ton deuil .compatit A nos peines. 


On the ether de of the church-yard are the Win of 
an ancient Castle *. I entered the inside: at my approach 
a bird of night flew out; I pencilled down this study. 
These Ruins, almost tumbled into dust, seem placed there 
as an indication to man how: perishable all is that he can 
make or build etiam perire rune. . I quitted this me- 
lancholy abode, and passed down the town through its best 
street; J remarked several public buildings, such as the 
market - house, hospitals, &c. and quitted the place without 
exciting the curiosity of any one. Just out of the town 
on the high road I met some young girls with their milk- 
pails, the gaiety of whose appearance effaced the gloomy 
ideas I had before indulged. . On my return to our mise- 
Table inn, I found my companion as much dissatisfied as 
myself, at having passed the night so badly, and we de- 
parted for Piles six miles farther on, where we breakfasted 
at a large handsome inn, far superior to what we could 
expect to find in so small a village: I learnt here that the 
proprietor of this house lets it at a low rent, on condition 
that the hostess never exoneds a reasonable price in der 
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( 33 ) 

We took the road to Margam, but before T offer you 
some sketches of the beautiful views we saw yesterday, I 
ought to inform you that we had made a journey of twenty- 
four miles through a country very uninteresting to the 
amateurs of landscape. Lou will never undertake this 
ramble on foot as we did, but should any of your friends 
pursue the same scheme, advise them to be wiser than we 


were, and go from Caerdiff to Margam in the $tage-coach, - 
which they will find much to their advantage. At Mar- 
gam we found Mountains, Valleys, and Ruins. Near the 
village we crossed a hitle rivulet—stepping on two grave- 


stones; it was not very easy to read the inscriptions, but 


could distinguish them to be Roman. From this spot are 
seen the Ruins of an Abbey at the foot of a mountain 


covered with wood. These ruins are inclosed in a green- 
house, the walls of which exclude them from the sight, 
unless from a neighbouring spot, which from its elevated 
situation overlooks them. The owner has thought fit 
to remove some of them, and formed of the rest a kind of 
round temple ; this place is surrounded with mountains 
at a small distance, which form an amphitheatre open to 
the south; its situation towards the sea is an exact copy in 
miniature of Hieres in Provence. We continued our 
route with the mountains on our right hand, and the sea 
only the distance of a mile at our left. 


Aberavion, three miles from Morgam, is no more wor- 
thy of notice than as a manufactury of iron. At length 


after passing three successive 88 through the most 
K picturesque 
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picturesque country, and surrounded by the richest lan d- 
scapes, we arrived at Breton Ferry; we got our dinner at 
the inn, Where we purposed to sleep, and in the evening 
walked out to take some sketches. Amateurs may find at 
this place full employment for their pencils; those who will 
confine themselves to simple subjects, will have a great 
variety to select of well chosen studies from the union of trees 
and rocks, and the true disciples of Claude Lorrain may 
enrich themselves with scenes worthy the pencil of their 
master. All those beauties of nature, so well calculated 
for the progress of the art, are the property of Lord 
Vernon, who, knowing the full value of them, preserves. 
with the greatest care abundance of beautiful trees in this 
place: and it is worthy of notice, that though close upon 
the sea shore, they do not seem at all to feel its influence; 
but the thickness of their foliage, and the number of 
their trunks, appear to offer an asylum to the fawns and 
dryads of the place, in their retreat from the too prying 
eye of the curious. The fertility of the spot is fully 
equal to its beauty the een hand of mti is 
visible all around: 0 


1 generous Britons ! venerate the plough, 
And Oer your hills and long withdrawing vales 
Let Aut umn spread his treasures to the Sun, 
Luxuriant and unbounded. | TronrsoN, 


This first view *, Madam, is one of those that you 


would see on arriving at Breton Ferry; the second“ is. 


one taken upon the sea shore, and the third * represents 
the 
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post with the assurance that I shall always think my time 


well employed, when J can amuse you even for a moment. 
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NEATH, JUNE 16. 


MADAM, 


Is my last I conducted you to the 
passage; 3 of crossing it, we returned by my Lord 
Vernon's park. This agreeable walk conducted us over a 
mountain, from which we could view the environs of 
Neath, together with the town, situated in a vale, through 
which the Tawy winds itself. From this eminence the 
prospect is grand and rich, and affords much scope 
to the lovers of drawing, Upon our arrival in the town, 
we breakfasted and then instantly walked out to pay a visit 
to a gentleman in the neighbourhood: we had seen his 
house from the Ship and Castle Inn, so that, instead of 
taking a guide, we ventured to go alone, though I believe 
we did not pursue the nearest way, for seduced by the 
charming situations in the neighbouring valleys, we wan- 
dered to the right and left, examining the subjects which 
3 | would 


( 37 ) 


would be most agreeable for us to take during our residence 
at Neath. The sight of the house, at which we arrived, 
is one of the most pleasant in the country ; on whatever 
side we cast our eyes we had the most grand and pictu- 
resque views; immediately in front is an amphitheatre, 
in which one distinguishes at first sight a superb house 
belonging to Lady M . The eye endeavours to trace 
out the walks that environ this beautiful habitation, and 
though the great distance prevents it from doing so dis- 
tinctly, yet it makes amends by presenting to it an extent 
of country which, for six miles at least, is a picture of 
fertility and abundance. No doubt but you wonder that, 


separated as we have been some time from society, I. 


should not begin by speaking of the pleasure we experienced 


in the agreeable company of the inhabitants of this man- 


sion, instead of describing the charms of the house itself; 
on that head, indeed, I should have much to say, for 
here we met with all the politeness of the town, joined 
to the freedom and openness of manners of the country— 
the reception we met with from Mr. D— was of that 
sort which conveys more to the heart than the tongue is 
able to. express. We returned to Neath to dinner, aad 
then went to pay our homage to the Ruins of the Castle, 
which are but of small account in themselves, but the view 
from them extends over a rich landscape. From this 
spot we walked towards the more considerable remains of 


the Abbey, situated on the Tawy, half a mile from the 


town. 
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Enough of the church is still standing to give an idea of 


Ul 


its form and beauty, for the windows of 1t are of an amaz- 
ing size and grandeur ;. but the most entire and best pre- 


served part is the adjacent convent: it were to be wished 
that it were less so, for the cells of it serve as a retreat to 
an innumerable gang of mendicants, whose figures are 
hideous beyond all that can be imagined: the air which 
they respire in these subterranean caverns is, without 
doubt, the cause of that livid complexion and lean aspect 
which so particularizes them“. As soon as I entered into 
one of the vaulted outer parts, Several women came out of 
holes that communicated with it ; they surrounded me, 
and the farther T advanced, the more the troop augmented: 
they carried almost all of them infants upon their backs, 
and the tone of voice in which they begged of us could be 
compared only to that 'of those women who headed the 
rebels at Paris. In fixing on chose places as their habita- 


tions, they save themselves the payment of rent but 


idleness is the great cause of their continuing in this 
state of misery. Night coming han, we en not 1 to 
draw any thing. | 


Next morning we again made a visit to the Ruins, for 
which purpose we provided ourselves with a quantity of 
copper coin to satisfy the harpies who should attack us; 
to our great amazement, we had no occasion for it, for 
nearly at the same time with ourselves arrived at this scene 
of misery and horror a person of consequence and- his 
family, consisting of two carriages and several servants: 

this 
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this splendor of equipage, and above all, the insignia of the 
Order of St. Patrick fixed the attention of our invaders, . 


and we were at liberty to take our drawings. Now $hall I 
attempt to describe to you, Madam, the agreeable sight 
which this travelling family presented to me: the father, 
with a trembling touch, delineated to the greatest pitch of 
exactness the inside of 'a gothic hall—whilst the daughter, 
scarce entered on her fourth lustrum, united all the graces of 
Hebe to the precision of Urania my imagination seemed 
to realize one of those scenes of chivalry described by Tasso. 
We compared our port-folio, and took our leave of each 
other; Mr. D —, who had the complaisance- to come to 
us, conducted us to his house through a valley, in which 
we could not refrain from stopping often to take sketches, 
and in which the abundance of charming little subjects is s0 
great, that one is embarrassed to make a choice. Inclosed 
you have some specimens * ; I have not attempted them 
all, because I would leave you, Madam, an opportunity 
of enriching your own port- folio at fome future time in this 
valley. Passing by a forge where the iron is manufactured, 
we were present by accident at one of their operations; I 
do not attempt to describe to you the inside of one of 
those abodes of Vulcan, because it is foreign to my sub- 
ject: I must, however, just note, as a thing worthy of 
great attention, those vast machines worked bye. the 


ingenious invention of the age we live in, whi P Supplying 


the place of human labour, produce such sur effects. 
Here the steam of water lifts in equilibrium a weight of 


five thousand pounds, and the same steam, when con- 
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densed, regulates the movements of the bellows, which 
without ceasing keep blowing the furnaces where the metal 
is in fusion. This same day, before we quitted Neath, we 
went to see the cascade at Dylas ; it is situated on the 
Tawy, about six miles above the town: the way to it is 
almost covered with lofty trees, and on all sides the country 
is well cultivated and inhabited. My pencil will give but 
a very imperfect idea of what is so truly worthy of 
curiosity. Artists in general have been fond of attempting 
its description, but how great is the difficulty of the task ? 
There you see the earth separated, and then joined together 
by enormous rocks—the water just appears and then. is lost 
in their cavities, as it were to precipitate itself with greater 
uproar into a reservoir, where it seems instantly to rest 
after all its fatigues. This is certainly not the most favor- 
able season of the year for viewing such a spectacle: in the 
Winter it must needs be magnificently horrible. I will 
here finism my description and my letter een and 
desire you to beheve me, &c. 
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LLANDILO WAR, JUNE 19. 
MADAM, 


THroven it is considered but 
twenty-four miles from Swansea to this place, yet we 
lengthened it to twenty-six by turning out of the road 
to examine the Ruins of Caraigcenin Castle; you will with 
difficulty believe that we could perform so long a journey 
on foot, and yet afford time to satisfy our curiosity: I 
have been convinced, while in this inn, that those who travel 
in a carriage have not always the opportunity of noticing 
whatever curious objects may be on the road. Two coaches 
rested here last night: the company, on their arrival, 
formed the design of walking this morning in Newton 
Park, contiguous to this town; they waited for their break- 
fast, and tlie repast lasted longer than was expected, 


s that they were hurried and pressed to set out in order 
| M to 
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to reach their evening's place of destination, which was 
irrevocably fixed on. With travellers on foot the case is 
quite different. We parted from Neath when I had the 
pleasure of writing my last to you at five o'clock in the 
evening; our walk to Swansea was eight miles by the inner 
road: the country between that and Neath is very rich 
and extremely well cultivated the cottages and hamlets 
all white. We noticed as we walked several chapels spread 
over the country, and we knew that in his particularly 
the sectarles were various: but is it true, Madam, that 
the Jumpers are so called, because when any one of 
them from fancied inspiration sees the Saviour, and 


springs up to touch him, that then the whole assembly in 


the same manner strive who shall first lay hold of the feet 
or the robes of the Lord ? or that the person who wishes 
to be initiated among them, be the sex or age what it may, 
is immersed as if on the borders of Jordan? I hope, on 
my return to London, you will fix Py opinion as to these 
circumstances. 3 
Before we got to Swansea we saw immense forges at 
work, and I could not enough admire the genius and œco- 
nomy of commerce, which transports copper hither out of 
Cornwall, in order to be wrought, coals being the princi- 
pal production of this country, which is wanting in the 
other. Swansea feels greatly the advantage of this com- 
merce; by its situation it is, as it were, the staple town 
between the interior country of Wales, and the opposite 
coast of England, particularly Bristol. Company also fre- 
1 quents 


6 


quents Swansea for the advantage of Sea Bathing, and I 
have heard say, that it would be a place of great resort if 
the Bathing was better conducted; but, notwithstanding 
this, and though on the great road to Ireland, there is but 
one decent inn, the master of which is not backward in 
taking due advantage of such a circumstance. 


We had heard Swansea very highly spoken of- without 
doubt this town is agreeably situated at the bottom of an 
immense Bay, open to the South and East, and, from its 
being built at the foot of a mountain, entirely screened 
from the North winds: but, as landscape painters, we 
found nothing there particularly interesting. We walked 
out in the morning, and traversed the heights that com- 


mand the town; I do not know if we chose our walks well, 


but we drew nothing. 


ht of the town on the South-East 
side you arrive at tHMuins of Oystermouth Castle, and in 
these environs some plex ing subjects may be met with; 

the distance is about five miles from. 
thither, but the difficulty we experi 
the sand retarded us, so that night ca 
our drawing. At Swansea we detffmined by which road 
we would return; we had heard of dhe difficulties that 
would attend a journey through the interior of the country, 
but having nothing new to expect if we wens bak by the 
way we came, we suffered taste and inclination Once more 
to decide for us: we sent our portmanteau from hence to 
Bristol 


ansea. We went 
n walking over 
and prevented 
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Bristol by water, and with what baggage we could put in 
our pockets we quitted the town yesterday at six in the 
morning. After a walk of three miles we took our break- 
fast, rested for half an hour at Pont-y-dylas, in Caermar- 
thenshire, and dined at Llandebea, seventeen miles from 
Swansea. At that place we got directions to go to Caraig- 
cenin Castle, at the distance of four miles from the high 
road; twa miles after you have passed Llandabea, you 
must keep on the right hand, leaving on that side some 
high hills, on which there are lime-kilns : continuing 


about two miles in this track, you discover the Castle, to 


which, as there 1s no direct road, you may take the way 
that appears to you the shortest, The valley is beautifully 
picturesque, and becomes more and more so the farther you 


advance. Here may: be taken several views, and in all of 


them may be seen the Castle in its most beautiful situation, 
2. e. the perpendicular side of the rock—the stone of which 
the Castle is built, being of the same colour as the rock 
itself: it appears at certain distances to be a part of it, and 
I have taken a sketch * of the only side by-which we can 
approach it ; this part is most easy of access, the opposite 
one being the pointed side of the rock, forming a height 
of about two hundred and fifty feet. The inside of the 
Ruins offers nothing remarkable, the subterraneous part, 
however, deserves the attention of the curious“: you begin 
to descend by a vaulted way into the rock —on the right 
Hand is a wall, which supports the more elevated parts of 
the Castle, in this wall are several loop-holes, so that a 
defence might be made under the foundations of the 

citadel. 
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citadel ; the covered road is about forty feet long, We. 


were supplied with lights, and at the entrance descended 
by ten irregular steps, after which the way slopes a little, 
owing to the unevenness of the rock. The passage has 
different dimensions; in some places it is ten feet high and 
six broad, in others not above five feet high and four 
broad; the total length being not less than one hundred 

and fifty feet. When you reach the end your curiosity is 
by no means satisfied, for you find there nothing worthy 
of observation; the water filters through the rock, and 
whether it be for the purpose of catching it or not, two 
holes have been made in the side of the passage containing 


about two pitchers, Is it probable that this immense 


work could have been undertaken for the sole reason, as is 
believed in the neighbourhood, of procuring water? This 
perforation is made to incline all the way, which does not 
much indicate a wall, and therefore I should rather think 
it was meant as a means of sallying from the garrison, and 
the more so, as its direction is towards the accessible part 
of the Castle. Perhaps, discouraged in their enterprize, 
they may have abandoned it when they were got thus 
far (13). A poor woman in the neighbourhood of the Castle 


shews it to strangers; the wretched creature whilst she 


conducted me into this subterraneous vault had an infant 
N sucking 


PP. * * 
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(13) The Author of 4 Pocket Vade Mecum through Part of South Wales, 

in 1785, was wrongly informed, when he says, page 43, © there is an 

_ excavated passage of considerable extent leading to several apartments 
and to a reservoir, which amply supplies the garrison with water.“ 
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sbcking at her breast, wrapped up in her cloak: 1 
was very apprehensi ve lest some accident should happen 
to them both, and I am astonished when I recollect 


with what dexterity she walked along. Her imprudence 
in thus exposing herself appears to me still greater, when 


TI consider that the light which she carried might very 
edsily be extinguished in this dark abode, and if she had 
been alarmed and terrified, what would have become of 
the unfortunate baby. This last reflexion has struck me 
more forcibly since, for I have been told the woman 1s. 
much averse from being the conductress to this cavern, 
believing, in common with her other neighbours, that the 
Devil has been seen twice here in the shape of a goose, &c. 


On leaving this curious rock, we endeavoured to find 
our way to Llandilo, and with some difficulty we arrived 
here yesterday at eight o'clock in the evening: the inn 


is a very good one, and the countenance of its master 


pleasant. We this morning took a walk in Newton Park, 
belonging to Lord Dinwor; the scite is magnificent the 
prospects are grand and beautiful, but there is always too 
much symmetry in a park to expect any picturesque points 
of view. Here are inclosed the Ruins of Dynowar 
Castle : the hill on wchich it stands is near the river, 
and steep on that side. The Ruins are so surrounded 
with wood, that there is no getting a good view of them at 
a disfance, and when one is near the glance of the country 


is lost: 1 took this sketch as I walked *. 


Returning 
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Returning from Newton Park to the town, by the riyer's 


side I could not help taking a draught. of the Bridge at 
Llandilo. Vou will be as much surprised as I am, 
Madam, that they are not more expeditious in rebuilding 
this Bridge, which, in its present situation, is every 
moment threatened with destruction. They have been 
indeed for some time engaged in a warm debate on the 
subject, and a. difference of opinion relative to its size has 
alone retarded its construction. I hope, for the sake of 
those who travel this way, that the affair will soon be ami- 
cably decided. e 


This town being more in the interior of the country 
presents a greater contrast in its customs and manners. 
Yesterday was market-day, and I had an opportunity of 
seeing their traffic in the woollens of this country: the 
sheep wander at their pleasure to seek their food in the 
neighbouring mountains during the Summer, and at their 
return to the fold they pay with their fleeces the keeper 
who shelters them from the rigour of Winter, and this 
wool is manufactured in the country into all forms and 
colours, supplying the inhabitant with every vestment, 
even to his shirt. 


Our bill is just brought to us, and we are going to set 


out, I have therefore only to add, Madam, that, for the 
kindest reception and excellent treatment, we are charged 
a very moderate price. This information of charges I am 
unwilling to pass over, when you enter into the interior 
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br this country you are furnished with every thing of the 


best, that is, whenever the place will admit of it: the 
beds are not charged, which is a custom that pleases me 
exceedingly, because it resembles ancient hospitality. My 
companion is gone to enquire about the road we are to 
take, and I, Madam, quit with regret the pen, whenever 
it is employed in writing to you: may my letters interest 
you, and convince you of the scntiments of dope with 


which 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


LETTER 
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A 


ad, 


ERECON, JUNE 22. 
MADAM, 

For a traveller on foot to make his 
entry into a county town on a Sunday is most assuredly 
to choose a very improper day for the purpose; in the 
high road you have nothing to mind, but here you are 
gazed on by unemployed people, in their best cloaths, 
who have nothing to do but compare their own dress with 
yours: I must confess it was through a mistake that we 
arrived here an Sunday, for if we had staid any longer 
among the mountains, we had entirely skipped over that 
day of rest, without perceiving it. We actually had at 
our departure in the morning considered it to be but 
Saturday, and it was not till we got near the town that we 


discovered our error. 8 
0 | We 


1 
— 
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We left Llandilo yesterday with regret, and passing a 
second time over its frightful Bridge, we kept the river on 
the left in our way to Langadoc. The road, for the most 
part, commanding a view of the Tawy, we frequently 
stopped to observe its infinite windings through the middle 
of the valley in which it flows: it seems often to regret 
the progress it has made, and bends back almost upon 
itself, if I may use the expression, in order to return 
again, At the distance of two miles from the town 
is one of the finest views imagination can figure; the 
beautiful and the picturesque are there united: the hill, 
on which are some buildings, offers several plans that 
are quite independent of each other, and the mountain 


covered with wood, where are also the Ruins of Dynowar 


Castle, is admirably opposed to the hills at a. distance. 


Walking on gently and pleasantly we arrived at an ele- 
vation a mile distant from Langadoc, where we rested 
a little, and remarked how beautifully situated a Summer- 
house would be in this spot : enjoying in the mean time, 
at one glance that vast tract I have just been describing, it 


being in the same direction, though the distance is greater, 


well might it be said that there, 


Dans le lointain confuse & fugitive, 
Se deploĩe une immense & noble perspective. 


We now entirely took our leave of Llandilo, and de- 
scending into the valley, directed our course towards the 
place we meant to stop at, and to which we had nearly 
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approached, when a little obstacle presented itself—a river 
to cross and no bridge. Had we been urgent to get on, 


we might, at this season of the year, have easily overcome 


this difficulty, but we had no need to trouble ourselves 
long about the means of passing to the other side, for some 
Welch people came very civilly out of a neighbouring 
cottage and shewed us the ford of which you have here a 
view *. Upon the shore was a Welch cart, undoubtedly 
upon a very œconomical construction for saving the ex- 
pence of wheels, but it would prove a very indifferent : 
resource for crossing such a brook as this was, except a 
person has no objection to get thoroughly wet. 


I cannot say much to you, Madam, of Langadoc ; this 
little town is situated in a valley, surrounded by mountains, 
we rested here an hour, and, for the first time, I saw 
what is called by the inhabitants Barracabur (oaten bread) ; 
it is an extremely ill baked dough, which, for its s1ape and 
thinness resembles what the peasants of Brittany call 
Gellette, and which constitutes the principal part of their 
food, as it does also of the peasants here. We were advised 
to take the road over the mountains to Tre Castle, which, 
they said, was but nine miles, whereas that through the 
valleys was twelve. We had already walked six, and 
therefore, partly to ease our legs and partly for the sake of 
going over the mountains, which we had not yet done, we 
determined to take the advice. We ascended with great 
labour and fatigue for an hour and a half, when we arrived 
at a plain, across which the road was very smooth and even. 

| I dare 


LE: 
I dare not say we attaitied the summit, because my vanity 
at being so elevated was soon lowered by the majestic spec- 
tacle of other mountains to the right, nearly as high again 


from the valley as that on which it stood. Here the variety 


of objects did not distract our attention, and 80 we walked 
on, as it may be said, like philosophers; casting my eyes 
now and then upon the plain, my ideas began to grow 
greater as the objects I looked on became less my pride 


transported me into the rial regions, and figured to my 


imagination this planet of ours as a globule peopled with 
insects“ no doubt,” said I, but men walking on the 
vast heights on my right hand would have thoughts more 
brilliantly philosophic than mine are ; what would they be 
then on Snowdon in North Wales, or upon the Cordilleras 
in America?“ Recovering from this flight of fancy, I 
considered myself as of very little importance, and thought 
if the philosophers of the present day were with me, they 
would soon be cured of their rage for levelling, since 
inequality characterizes every part of our planet. After 
three hours walking, we flattered ourselves we were near 
Tre Castle, when the second person we met in this deserted 
road assured us we had still three miles to go, and we 
found out too late that we had been misinformed in respect 
to the distance. Night was quickly coming on, and we 
redoubled our speed fearful of losing our way; at last, 
at half past nine, after having walked twelve miles, ac- 
cording to our idea, instead of nine, we arrived at our rest- 
ing place, much fatigued, and heartily disgusted with tra- 
velling over the mountains, which we in future leave for 
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the Botanists and Astronomers, if their inclinations lead 
them that way. Tre Castle is a little village, with a large 
and good inn; two carriages had arrived there before 
us, and the people of the house hesitated some time before 
they would accommodate; us: which, however, at last 
they consented to do, and, fortunately enough we did not 
find a repetition of the uncomfortable circumstances attend- 
ing our stay at the little inn near Bridgen-Town. We 
walked out early this morning, and should have found 
something to exercise our pencils, if the rain had not pre- 
vented us. But, as the sky cleared up when we were got 
about two miles, we left the main road, where the Usk 
divides it, and took our way through the valley; we had 
proceeded but a few paces before we came to another 
bridge, which is so elegantly encompassed with trees that I 
could not deny myself the pleasure of adding it * to the 
collection I have already made of these subjects. 


The two hills, which form the valley, are also covered 
with fine trees; you here and there perceive little villages 
scattered among them, but the path through which you 
walk is bordered with thick shrubs, intermingled with 
bushes of roses and honey-suckles charming the eye and 
dispensing their rich perfume through these delicious 
retreats, which seem to invite you to lose yourself in their 
various windings. 


If you, like me, Madam, should ever visit this place at 
the same season of the year, you would expect to meet 
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„ 
here another Maria, especially if the pretty lamb that so 
unexpectedly appeared when we were there should again 
be wandering near the spot. The river is not in sight, 
but you hear its murmurs, and when you find it become 
louder and more distinguishable, you are approaching a 
cascade. It is with some difficulty you make your way 
through a coppice that separates you from it; which hav- 
ing effected you may contemplate at your ease these beau- 
tiful and liquid amphitheatres. We were obliged at length 
to quit those seducing retreats for fear of wandering too 
far from the road to Brecon, which was very easy to find, 
because it follows the course of the river, though much 
more elevated. If we regretted those cool solitary walks, 
which we had just quitted, we found however here in their 


stead magnificent views, presenting to us the cheerful pic- 


ture of a country covered with a rich harvest. The lover 
of landscape may also draw some advantage from this spot. 
I cannot proceed any further without paying my tribute of 
praise to the charming hedges with which the roads are 
bounded in this country: I long since admired the infinite 
variety of natural flowers found here, and of which the 
wild rose is the queen. Never have I seen colours so bril- 


liant, so well shaded, and so contrasted by the different 


greens, to which they are opposed, and which set off 


ther lustre—here are bouguets woven by the Graces them- 


selves— there garlands of roses mixed with the honey- 


suckle hang over the road, ready to crown the traveller 
who courts their sade. But I must give up, though with 
regret, this subject worthy of a more elaborate description, 

for 


(45: ) 


for 1 already perceive some handsome country seats an- 
nouncing our contiguity to Brecon. 


Repassing the Usk at a quarter of a mile distant from the 


town, you again cross an arm of the same river, before you 
enter Brecon, We have walked but six miles to-day, but 
recovering from the mistake of which I spoke to you in 
the beginning of this letter, and being convinced it was 
really Sunday, we have determined not to proceed any far- 
ther. I will now lay down my pen till to-morrow morn- 
ing, and will seal my letter to you the last moment 
before my departure. 


Here, Madam, you see the Ruins of Brecknock Castle * 
intended formerly to protect the inhabitants of this Sa : 
but at present serving them as a place of amusement, 
for within are held public tea-drinkings, &c. : far- 
ther on are the Ruins of Ely Tower. I have taken this 
view of it in a strait at the bottom of the Castle, through 
which runs a little river, which rising in the neighbouring 
hills, falls into the Usk. According to the custom of the 
country, they have not forgot bridges at Brecon. Very 
high mountains are in full view of the town: those of Pen- 
nervaen are distinguished above the rest, it was those that 
we walked round yesterday. Having occasion to make 


* 
some purchases this morning from a bookseller, we — 


directed to the mo considerable one in the town, an 
over whose shop was en, P Printing Ofice ;” the 
inside, however, was f With mercery - wares : and 
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another, who is also the proprietor of the Circulating 
Library, gives you to understand that he is by trade a $hoe- 
maker—$0 that while we were in his shop we were sur- 
rounded by two sorts of merchandize, on the one hand, 
novels. and romances for the ladies—and on the other his 
stock of lasts and heel-taps. I must make haste to fold up 
my letter, as we have nineteen miles to walk to-day, in 
order to reach Abergavenny in Monmouthshire. 


I wave the honor to be, &c. 


(9) 


LETTER IX. 


; | . ABERGAYENNY, JUNE 24. 


MADAM, 


Tor we mean to deep a at 
Monmouth, and to-morrow we finish our Welch Tour at 
the Old Passage, from which we are now about twenty-five: 
miles. You. see we run, instead of walking, through a 
country, to which many of your countrymen are allured; 
by the beauty of the situation, and the curious Ruins 
which are seen there. That I may avoid confusion in my 
Journal, I shall send this letter close upon the heels of my 
last ; be really, Madam, it is time that I beg. your indul- 
gence for the negligence of my Style of writing : the hurry 
and precipitancy with which I write, js all I can plead: 


in excuse. 
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Nothing can be more pleasant than the road from 
Brecon hither. Our third companion 18 of my opinion — 
hear what he says of it: 


2 The turnpike road now follows the current of the Usk, 
being commonly within view of it through a delicious vale, 
which is diversified with pastures, woods, and mountains. 


The lands are wholly cultivated to the best advantage. The 


environs of Abergavenny, in Monmouthshire, are rich and 


beautiful, and, Tike the rest of the valley from Brecknock, 


abound in the most charming variety of landscape.“ For 
fear of repetition, I have given you this description, instead 
of my own, persuaded also that I could not so well 
delineate the luxury of landscape, of which we had yester- 
day the view: as, however, this traveller, who was on 
horseback, contents himself with saying, that he, left the 
Ruins of Tretown to the left, and those of Crickhowell to 
the right; I, who have inspected them nearer, will endea- 
your to give you. a more perfect idea of them; but before 
I conduct you thither, permit me to offer vou a little 
sketch of the high mountains of Pennarven „ the view y- 


a which we began to lose at the distance of three miles from 


Brecon. Two miles farther on we rested a few moments 
at a public house f in a place called Bulluck. There accord- 
ing to our manner of enquiring for old Castles in' the 
neighbourhood, we aroused the self-love of the country 
antiquarians, and they conducted us to Blaen-Clunvy, 
which « Signifies the mouth or beginning of Clunvy. The 
remains of a Castle of small consequence are directly in 
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view of a lake of the same name. After three miles more 
we came to Tretown Castle *, and if we form a judgment 


of it by its fence, we must consider the whole Castle, the 


plan of which can be traced by its Ruins, to have been 


extremely well fortified : for to judge of it by the Double 


Tower, the thickness of whose walls I measured, it should 
seem no less than ten feet, and the interior diameter 


measures twenty; so that the breadth of the wall alone 


takes up as much ground as the enclosed space, forming 
together a diameter of forty feet. There were two stories 
to this Tower, as may be seen by the remaining chimnies, 


and the staircases which were framed in the walls. The 
usurper Cromwell, who demolished this Castle, as well 


as many more in this country, has been of great use to 


draughtsmen, and this alone may furnish amateurs with 


several designs; for, whether near or at a distance, it 
is seen in very different aspects with regard to the sur- 
rounding landscape. The demolition'furnighes Also the tra- 
veller with another reflection; by leaving a mali part stand- 


ing of the Castles which he was destroying, was his hand 


arrested by respect for the memory: of- those who had built 
them, or was he willing to leave these ruins to Ponterity, as 
marks of his excessive . A 


* 


„nelle is one of 3 but it is not here a as 
at Brecon, for this serves for a stable *. i 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
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OLD PASSAGE, JUNE 27. 
N 4 D AM, 


EEE an anion on our 


return, upon che banks of the Severn, four miles above 


where we landed three weeks since. All our efforts to 
arrive in time for the passage boat, were not sufficient to 
prevent bur being detained ever since yesterday five o'clock. 
in the afternoon. I had placed it down in the arrangement 
of my Tour to write you this from Bristol or Bath, after L 
had a little recovered from the fatigue of the journey; but 
a good night's sleep has made me forget that I have walked: 
more than two hundred and twenty miles, besides the 
little turnings and windings appropriated to the pencil. 


I am in arrear to yon on account of two beautiful 
fragments of antiquity, namely Ragland Castle and Ten- 
tern 


( @'} 
tern Abbey : but before I proceed to a methodical des- 
cription of them, permit me, Madam, to stray for a 
moment to a subject which my heart impels me to. At 
Abergavenny I was introduced to a veteran of the land 
forces, who, during the American War, was one of the 
noble defenders of the famous Rock of Gibraltar: the 
sight of an ancient officer, who after a long series of years 
spent in the service of his Country and his King, lives 
retired from the world, and, like Cincinnatus, cultivates 
himself the land, which serves for his subsistence—this 
sight, I say, offers to the observer a contrast on which he 
dwells with pleasure. The conversation turning upon the 
Siege, where this hero had acquired fresh laurels, — take 
a walk in my garden, gentlemen,” said he, and I will 
shew you Gibraltar.” In fact, among the mountains that 
Surround. Abergavenny, he had found one to which the 
name might be given, from its perfect resemblance to the 
former. This effect of chance brings to my recollection 
a similar circumstance ; the news- papers of the time have 
recorded as a fact, that the wreck of the Quebec frigate, 
after her famous action with the Surveillante, in 1779s 
was borne by the waves upon the very coast where dwelt 
the lieutenant who commanded her in the engagement. 
These two accidents seem, indeed, extraordinary. 


Abergavenny, it is said, has greatly increased in the 
last few years; the difference between this and the last 


towns we passed through is very much in favour of the 


latter. The environs are full as well inhabited, and to the 
R beauty 
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beauty of the situation may be added the idea of the ferti- 
lity here presented. The Ruins of the Castle of Aberga- 
venny are not even worthy to serve, like those of Crick- 
howell, for stables; however, from the elevation on which 


they are situated there is a magnificent view, which is 


Eo _ far into the valley of Brecon. 


From this place we prepared to follow the road to Clyta 
Castle, which I consider as one of the curiosities of Mon- 
mouthshire, in despite of the printed bill of our landlord, 
which I have before me, and in which he boasts of being 
in the road to the curious places of Monmouthshire, viz. 
Chepstow Castle, Piercefield, Tintern Abbey, and Ragland 


Castle; for my own part I have added Clyta Castle to 


them, and you, I think, will be of my opinion. 


At five miles distant from Abergavenny you perceive a 
gothic castle, with towers, battlements, 8c. ; seeing nothing 
but the ruins of castles in this country, you will be inclined 
to think that this is merely adding one to the number—as 
you approach, the appearance of age wears off, and is 
almost transported back to the twelfth century, fancying 
it the residence of an ancient baron and all his suite: or, 
it we keep in mind the days we live in, we at least think 
it the abode of some rich proprietor in the eighteenth 
century. But, alas, Madam ! how different is the reality 
from the supposition ? after walking up slowly to the sum- 
mit of the mountain by a strait path bordered with roses 
and myrtles, and carpeted by all the various flowers that 
nature, unaided by art, offers with such profusion in this 
e 8 - country; 
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country; after having reached the top and walked round 
the building, you read upon the principal front an inscrip- 
tion, informing you that a husband inconsolable for the 
loss of a beloved wife, raised this monument to her 
memory. You enter it by a tower, in which you cannot 
withhold your admiration at the taste and richness of the 
furniture ; every article was brought from Paris previous to 
the present war. The paintings, which were upon copper, 
and serve as ornaments to the chimney, are particularly well 
executed; in fact, upon this mountain in Wales you see 
united all the elegance that it is possible to procure: 
several other rooms are upon the same scale in different 
parts of this tomb (14). Indeed the idea is grand and 
sublime! The tender husband lives in front of this mo- 
nument of sorrow and has it incessantly in his sight and, 
oh ! may a long series of years be continued to him in the 
possession of ita considerate and feeling traveller pre- 
sumes to offer up to Heaven his vows, in his favour !—I 
sincerely lament that the rain prevented me from taking a 
drawing of this singular proof of conjugal fidelity. 


In order to get at Ragland, we walked on three miles, 
one might almost say in an orchard. If I should attempt to 
give 


1 
— 


(14) If, from the elegance and decorations of this building, the name 
of tomb given to it should be deemed extraordinary, the reader may 
recollect it was the custom of the ancients to adorn and embellish these 
monuments of the dead. Without enlarging on this subject, it will be 
sufficient to mention that the Castle of St. Angelo, at Rome, where a 
garrison of four thousand menmight be kept, was the tomb of Adrian. 
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give you an account of these Ruins, so as to describe their 
ancient splendor, I must conduct you through a suite 
of apartments, from whence it is not easy to return, 
when once engaged in them—and, after all, I fear I 
should not succeed in my description. This Castle not 
being of very great antiquity, the Ruins are in good pre- 
gervation, and, after those of Caerfllly, are the most consi- 
derable that we have seen, both for extent and the pictu- 
resque effect that may be met with in its detached parts: 
putting aside the interest that painters take in it, it strikes 
one with other sentiments when we consider that it was here 
the Marquis of Worcester defended himself three months 
against the Parliament Army, and that this Castle was the 
last that held out in the cause of your unfortunate King, 
Charles I. In ascending the subterraneous rooms to 
the towers, and passing through the apartments which are 
still entire, I could not banish from my imagination the 
thoughts of those warriors who had formerly composed the 
garrison, and I believe if the apparition of a Knight in 
complete armour had passed before me, instead of being 
frightened at his appearance, I should have prostrated my- 
self before him, and rendered to him my tribute of loyal 
homage. We were a little hurried as to time, and there- 
fore our stay was not so long as I could have wished, for we 
had determined to reach Monmouth that evening, where 
we arrived at six o'clock. 'Yesterday morning early we 
got ready to set out for the famous Ruins of Tintern-Ab- 


bey, and, for the first time, were prevented by the weather; 


for after getting ont of town we were obliged to return to 
1 N it 
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it again: at ten o'clock, however, we finally quitted it. 
It is necessary to go on foot through the roads that lead to 


the Abbey, especially about the fifth mile, where the valley 


becomes so narrow, and the mountains $0 close, that when 


near the village there seems to be no farther passage but by 


going over the mountains. The scene, however, suddenly 
changes, and you find yourself on the r romantic borders of 
the Wye—and . | 


Plus 2 une Abbaye antique, abandonnee, n 


| Tout A coup s offre aux yeux, de bois environnẽe *. 


In order to give yourself an idea of the inside of these 
beautiful Ruins, figure to your imagination, Madam, one 
of those famous gothic cathedrals (Salisbury for instance) 
unroofed; the pillars here which supported the arches 
are almost entire still, and in the walls are to be seen 
the ground-work on which the monuments were fixed, 
which, though they are not in their original situation, 
are to be found at least in pieces collected at the foot of 
the pillars of the church. Here is one of the Knights in 
the Crusades, which is supposed to be the Earl of Pem- 
broke—farther on is a Monk, whose bust is in the middle 
of several pieces of architecture. Imagine to yourself the 
most excellent work of sculpture, and you will form an 
idea of this church when it was in its former plendor. | 


The way to Chepstow is over a mountain, at the foot of 
which is situated the Abbey. The road is not a very 
good one for carriages, though we were told that compa- 

s nies. 
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nies very often came in; there is, however, a much more 
pleasant mode of arriving at it, which is that of the river. 
When we were on this mountain we had a prospect of the 
mouth of the Severn and the opposite coast of Bristol, 
which presented to us beautiful points of view. Leaving 
on the left the famous gardens of Piercefield we arrived at 
Chepstow, where, by a manceuvre which requires no great 
military talents, we became masters of the capital. With- 
out taking any notice of the town, which is separated from 
it, there could not be a more advantageous situation for 
building a fort. Upon the banks of the River a pro- 
montory extends itself, whose size is that of the Castle 
built on the river's side. The rock is perpendicular, and 
renders this part inaccessible; it is not much more easy to 
approach it on the side of the town. To my very great 
regret we could not stay there to take any sketches. The 
inside of the Castle, which was shewed to us most minute- 
ly, Is very curious. We inspected the Roman Chapel, 
the Hall, the Platform, and the Tower, in which was shut 
up and died one Martin, the impious judge of his innocent 
King (15). Our conductress was the servant of a lady in 
her eightieth year, who occupies an apartment in the 
Castle, where she was born, her father being Governor of 
it. The Duke of Beaufort has granted her an abode in the 
best preserved part of it, whence this lady derives an 
existence as comfortable as she can desire. We had the 
honor of being introduced to her, and I found the mo 

ments 


(15) Charles I, 
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ments short that we passed with her. She told us that, 
from her infancy, she had discovered little or no difference 


in the Ruins; one particularity sufficiently remarkable is 


that she recollects knowing two of the domestics of this 
Martin, of whom I before spoke, and related to us many 
anecdotes of them. I found this meeting very opportune 
for the winding up my journey, and as the health of Mrs. 
Williams is still very good, I offer up to Heaven my 
wishes that it may continue her many. years in the quiet 
possession of that noble abode which she now inhabits. 


The tide 1s up, the wind good, and in half an hour, or at 
farthest three quarters, we shall be on the other side 
therefore accept my homage from this, from whence 1 
have, for the last time, the honor to address you, & c. 
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EETTER” XI. 


MADAM, 


SINCE you wish to have a further 
explanation of that part of my first letter which gave rise 
to Note 2, Page 4, I will endeavour to comply with your 
request, resting my authorities.both on English and French 


historians. 


I shall, however, remark, that when T made use of the 
word peopled, I did not pretend to say that Armorica 
(Brittany) was uninhabited when the Britons established 
themselves there, but only that they so much augmented 
the number of the inhabitants, that they gave their name 


and language to their own country. I am far from wish-- 


ing to refute those, who pretend that the British Isles re- 
1 ceived 


("003 
ceived their first inhabitants from the Continent, I shall 
even be of their opinion, when they have proved that these 


Islands were not formerly joined to the Continent, which 
was the opinion of the ancients: 


Nostro deducta Britannia mundo. ws Lucan. 


Britannia from our world withdrawn. 


My impartiality will, however, make me , contradict 
those, who pretend to say, that Brittany always bore the 
same name, when it is evident that the Romans knew it by 
the name of Armorica, whilst they called the islands 


Britannia. 


The same period saw the two countries change their 
names, Great Britain to Anglia, and Armorica to Britannia, 
and each from their new guests. Dom Lobineau Hist. 
R. 


This is an epocha in history, it is the time of the con- 
quest of Britain by the Saxons and Angles, who had been 
admitted as allies; but let us examine what preceded this 
change. 


« The first Britons who appear to have settled in Armorica, 
are those levied by Maximus, who out of pique raised the 
standard of rebellion against Gratian and Valentinian II. 


anno 381; they having exalted Theodosius to be a partner 
T in 
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in the Empire. With these levies the revengeful Spaniard 
passing on the Continent, waged a successful war against 
Gratian and Valentinian, and had actually gained posses- 
sion of Italy, when Theodosius coming to their succour, 
Maximus was defeated in two successive engagements, 
anno 388: the victorious army immediately marched 
against his son Victor, who had been left in Gaul at the 
head of most of the British levies, but sharing the fate of 
his father, the Britons fled to Armorica, in hopes of passing 
over to Cornwall. Well received by the inhabitants, the 
Belge, and finding no opportunity of returning, they con- 
tinued there, and are supposed to have given their name 


to that country. A second levy of the same nature is 
mentioned in the reign of Honorius, when Constantine, 


called to the Purple by his soldiery in Britain, carried 
with him the elite of the British youth to the conquest of 
the Roman Provinces of Gaul and Spain, but after esta- 
blishing the seat of his Empire at Arles, he quarelled with 
his friend Gerontius, who attacked him in his capital, in 
Which he was taken and killed, anne 412. His Britons, | 
following the traces of their ancestors, retired to Armorica, 

where being well received, they also settled with their 


countrymen. — See General Roy's Military Antiquities of 


North Britain. 


Gibbon, on the Roman Empire, says, that about the 
year 383, when Maximus raised the standard of rebellion 
against Theodosius, © that the youth of the island crowded 


to 
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| to his standard; he invaded Gaul with a fleet and army, 
which were long afterwards remembered as the emigration 
of a considerable part of the English nation.” 


The Archbishop Usher says, the whole emigration 


amounted to thirty thousand soldiers and one hundred 


thousand plebeians, who settled themselves in Bretagne.“ 
These, Madam, are facts worthy your notice, but this is 


not the period of the greatest emigration, to which this 
work chiefly applies; I will observe that during the whole 
of the next century the intercourse between these two 
nations was very great, and thus Gibbon speaks of it, 
affected by similar calamities, and actuated by the same 
spirit, the Armorican province resolved to imitate the exam- 
ple of the neighbouring island;“ Auno Dom. 409. In fine, 
during the fifth century when the Britons were obliged 
to seek refuge from their invaders in the mountains of 
Wales and retired part of Cornwall, pressed by their ene- 
mies, they emigrated to Armorica, invited by its proximity 
and their long intercourse with that country. Did they by 
right of conquest then take possession of Armorica, is the 
point to be cleared. The English historians as stedfastly 
assert it as the French deny it. You may see the note of 
Cambden (cited p. 4), and several extracts in English authors 
which wear a hostile appearance while Dom Lobineau 
says, „that the Saxons, advancing like a torrent that 
gathers strength as it rolls, so frightened the British, that 
they expatriated themselves with precipitation.“ Again, 


page 70—“ that the Britons did not possess themselves 
1 of 
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of Armorica by force of arms, but that it was a refuge for 
them against the [ravages of the Saxons, and that the 
inhabitants gave them a part of their territory, either 
of their own accord, or by the superior command of the 
— . 51 ff. | Fd od \ 


And, indeed, the little probability of a fugitive carry- 
ing with him the spirit of conquest, makes me rather credit 
the French than the English historian. I may have some 
Tight to act thus, when I give up all pretensions to anti- 
quity myself, for, in common with the Welch, we may 
think we have always been called Britons, and some of our 
historians have supported this opinion. In fine, Madam, 
to keep pace with the Welch, as to our origin, I find in 
the history of Cambria, by David Powell, that Conan 
| Meriodec was a Welch Prince, and our history of Brittany 

says he was our first King. Mezerai, in his General His- 
tory of France, mentions the Ruins of a Castle of that 
name in Lower Britanny, so late as the sixteenth century. 
Caldwaller, the last British King who was conquered by 
the Saxons, went to see his cousin, Allen, King of Bri- 
tanny, and Ivor, son of Allen, afterwards reigned in South 
Wales (Hist. of Cambria). After this, South Wales was 
subdivided among the Princes who held their possessions 
| under 
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(6) The territory ceded consisted of the Bishoprick of St. Pol, of St. 
Brieus, the District Cornouaille, or Cornwall, with a part of the Bishop- 
rick of Vannes. It is to be remarked, that this line also bounds those 
who speak the language pecuilar to Britons. 
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under the more powerful ones of the North, until Edward 
the First, of England, in the thirteenth century, subdued 
the whole country in a battle against Lewellin II. in which 
the latter lost both his life and crown. The Britons, more 
happy in their new country of Armorica, daily gained 
ground on the Francs; and Nominoe, one of their Kings, 
took Rennes; his successors adding Nantes and other parts 
to the province of Brittany, which continued under its 
own Princes until the sixteenth century, when by marriage 
it was annexed to the Crown of France, with which it had 
dared, more than once, to wage open war. The Welch 
were no less attached to their Prince, for though Edward 
had vanquished them in open battle, it was only by strata- 
gem that he was able to overcome that attachment: he 
sent his wife to Caernarvon, where she was delivered of a 
son—then assembling the Barons, announced to them the 
birth of his eldest son, who, born among them, should 
hereafter bear the title of Prince of Wales. This artifice, 
leaving Wales a principality, quelled their interior feuds, 
and is the origin of the title borne by the Heir Apparent of 
England, even to this day. 


The similarity of the two countries is so great, that a 
person who has lived in Brittany hardly thinks he is gone 
from home when he finds himself in Wales: for example, 
the Welch are stout and low of stature, a characteristic of 


the Bretons. 


o The 
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The superstition, which I have so often mentioned in my 
letters, is as common in Brittany as in Wales. The number- 
less apparitions which fill the pages of the Welch historian, 
have likewise their companions in the history of Brittany. 
Will you not smile, when I tell you, that last night in con- 
versation with one of my countrymen, a brave Chief of 
the Chouans, he affirmed that often after having fought 


and beaten. the Republican « mies during the whole day, 


he could not prevail on his men to remain where a dead 
Republican lay, lest his ghost should stalk in the night. 


I fear I have been too long on this subject: 2 0, in 
| assuring you of my sole desire to convince and please, I. re- 
* Madam, n. *. 
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